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     2003 WAFTB Cash Flow       TOTAL

BEGINNING CASH BALANCE 6,298.08   
  CASH RECEIPTS:
    Donations 30,540.00   
    Technical equipment 2,136.00   
    Educational services 92,798.32   
    Educational presentations 3,563.00   
    Interest earned 8.97   

     Total cash receipts 129,046.29   

  CASH DISBURSEMENTS:
    Technical equipment 1,043.63   
    Promotion 1,289.71   
    Services Fees 4,717.41   
    Insurance 5,175.40   
    Travel 4,688.43   
    Supplies 8,952.00   
    Consulting Fees 68,913.40   

     Total cash disbursements 94,779.98   

ENDING CASH BALANCE 40,564.39   
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Senior Instructor Dan Kish and Instructional Coach Hector Elias, 
both blind, show 24 blind students from 6 to 16 years of age a 
new way to live and thrive with blindness. They began the 2½ 
day program at Camp Tuhsmeheta in Michigan with an informal 
evening presentation to parents and children about "Seeing 
without Sight", and "Living without Limits."

In the days that followed, the "Seeing without Sight" portion of 
the program focused on teaching the blind students to "see" with 
echolocation. Using this powerful technique, students learned to 
find buildings and openings to buildings from over 20 feet away, 
find trees scattered throughout a large grove, travel comfortably 
through unknown spaces, such as a supermarket without 

guidance or need to touch anything.  They even recognize and 
identify objects, such as trees, pole, parked cars, and bushes 
without touching them - just by quietly clicking their tongues 
and understanding the patterns of reflected sound.

The "Living without Limits" portion provided a practical 
application for echolocation and positive attitude building by 
involving the students in challenging athletic activities such as 
soccer and dodge ball, laser tag and swashbuckling, 
orienteering and tree climbing. At one point, 7 boys and girls, 
some of whom had sworn they "would never climb a tree!" sat 

A student travels towards a tree that she detected from  
approximately 15 feet (5 m).

Students learn to use street signs and other objects that 
are easily detected using echolocation to help them 
maintain their orientation while traveling.
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excitedly together 20 feet above the ground in the boughs 
of a tall pine. An audification technique together with a 
sports skills curriculum developed by World Access for 
the Blind facilitated effective and exciting sports play. The 
balls and swords, for instance, were covered in plastic 
bags so that they made enough noise for the blind students 
to interact with them. "Those guys are monsters!" 
panted a bedraggled Hector upon returning late for dinner 
from a grueling outing with his hardball group of blind 
teenagers. As the swords and balls flew, so did the spirits 
of the students, and the expectations and dreams of their 
parents.

"Thank you! Thank you! for doing this weekend," 
wrote a parent. "It went well from all fronts - kids, par -
ents and sibs. Please thank Hector; he did a great job. 
Many of the kids have commented on how much they 
enjoyed the training. Hope we can do it again."

Blind students take the lead in a trip to the 
supermarket to by groceries for the camp.

Blind students take the lead in a trip to the 
supermarket to buy groceries for the camp.

Blind students take the lead in a trip to the 
supermarket to by groceries for the camp.

Learning to climb trees is fun, athletic and gives 
students a chance to try out their new “senses”.
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"We can see with our ears."  This telling proclamation by a 13-
year-old student of World Access for the Blind reflects our core 
conviction - that blind people can learn to see without sight.  
Daniel Kish, Co-founder and Director, lost his sight as an 
infant; yet he learned by doing and grew as a normal child free 
to enjoy the world.  Dan accomplished this when very young by 
teaching himself to "see" with sonar by clicking his tongue, 
which enables identification of spatial relationships using 
acoustics (hearing) - similar to how a bat uses echolocation.  
Dan holds 2 Masters' degrees in Psychology and Special Educa-
tion where he emphasized the study of children at risk, percep-
tual development, and information processing.  Since then he 
has conducted ground-breaking research in expanding human 
perception.  Being the first certified blind mobility instructor, 
and using echolocation as part of his daily life, Dan established 
World Access for the Blind in 2000 to share his unique knowl-
edge and perspective to address the significant challenges con-
fronting blind people.  We are the only organization known to 
focus on developing and 
implementing comprehen-
sive, modern approaches to 
improving the functioning 
of blind people by enhanc-
ing sensory processing.  We 
are also the only one to develop and disseminate curricula and 
instructional training for sensory enhancement, receiving inter-
national recognition for our successful work.

According to the American Foundation for the Blind nearly 
75% of blind people in the U.S. are unemployed, costing the 
federal government about 4 billion dollars annually (Prevent 
Blindness America, 1994).  Despite many decades of worthy 
and charitable intentions, rampant unemployment and poor 
education continue to leave most blind people without the 
skills and resources to emerge from isolation, poverty, and 
restriction. World Access for the Blind, established in the new 
millennium, applies long-awaited, high-impact approaches of 
the modern age to open the way for blind children and adults to 
find freedom in their full potential.  We demonstrate compel-
lingly that blind people can achieve the same quality of life as 
sighted people when they gain the same freedom as sighted 
people to access the world.  As a nonprofit organization our 
mission is to equalize opportunities for the success of blind 
people by providing innovative technology and strategies to 
enhance or replace vision.  At World Access for the Blind, 
sensory specialists, engineers, and scientists develop and teach 
modern approaches to allow blind people to "see" with little or 
no sight. Our comprehensive approach incorporates the follow-
ing 5 components:
1. COMMUNITY ACCESS:  improving access to community pro-

grams and resources including transportation, print, leisure and 
recreation (such as scouts and senior groups), education, voca-
tion, commerce, and social services.

2. STUDENT FOCUS:  working directly with students and partici-
pants of all ages, blind and sighted, through direct instruction and 
presentations to address blindness education, professional 
growth, enrichment, skills development, positive attitude build-
ing, sensory enhancement (such as sonar), informational counsel-
ing, and family dynamics without imposing financial hardship.

You can see with 
your eyes, and we 
can see with our ears.
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3. ACCESS TECHNOLOGY:  developing and consulting in the 
development of blindness related technology addressing vision 
replacement, computer and print reading, and accessible public 
information, such as talking signs and audible traffic signals to 
improve access to all aspects of the world.

4. PUBLIC  AWARENESS:  raising public consciousness about 
blindness by broad dissemination of compelling information 
through presentations and publications (such as our informative 
video "Seeing without Sight") about the full potential of blind 
people and access issues faced by the blind.

5. PARTNERSHIPS:  establishing networks and collaborations to 
mobilize expertise and resources toward developing and distrib-
uting critical technology, services, and information.

Our modern approach to blind living grows from an unwa-
vering belief in ability, not disability. To our knowledge, our 
approach is the only one spearheaded by a unique system of 
human sonar. By using sonar enhancement technology, a click-
ing device called "SoundFlash", and specialized techniques also 
developed by World Access for the Blind, students use sound to 
tell what and where things are as if using dim flashes of light. 
We aim to meet more than the minimal requirement for sur-
vival.  Thus, we infuse our revolutionary approach with a NO 
LIMITS philosophy - affirming that every person, blind or 
sighted, can enjoy the freedom and strength of character to dis-
cover his own limits and strengths without suffering limits 
imposed by others.  This philosophy is well characterized in our 
TeamBat program which provides recreational avenues for 
learning through activities such as solo (not tandem) mountain 
biking, mountaineering, and ball play.

Through our approach, students grow from passivity and depen-
dence, to becoming active, self-reliant, productive participants in 
the sighted world.  For example, Brian, who lost his vision sud-
denly at 14, has been featured in three national magazines and three 
TV programs as a blind mountain biker able to negotiate technical 
terrain at high speeds on his own bike. Luan, a 10-year-old boy 
from Vietnam, blind from birth and confined to his house by appre-
hension, recently completed a 4 mile hike through the driving rain 
to a community camp high in the San Gabriel mountains, and he 
wants to go again (in drier weather).  And, Shannon, a middle aged 
woman who lost her sight in 1997, used our sonar techniques to 
walk 200 yards across a parking lot to a favorite restaurant after 
years of being unable to cross a street. World Access for the Blind 
rounds out its approach by employing former students as Instruc-
tional Coaches and role models to share their success and help oth-
ers to learn what they've learned.

World Access for the Blind has garnered international 
recognition through over a dozen invited presentations and 
training camps delivered yearly to thousands of participants 
throughout the world. We have been featured in publications, such 
as "Popular Science," "Business Week," and a textbook called 
"Early Focus." We have also received international exposure from 
nearly a dozen TV and radio programs including More Than 
Human (Discovery Channel), NBC Nightly News, and the BBC. 
World Access for the Blind's ground-breaking research into 
expanding human perception, together with world travels and a 
wealth of professional exchange, allow us to learn and grow from 
many perspectives, strategies, and approaches to the condition of 
blindness. It is this diversity of knowledge and will to action that 
form the foundations of World Access for the Blind.
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"A friend heard about you on TV, so I wanted to go and learn about what you do." 
explains Carla Herrera who is the Founder and former Director of the Mexican organization El 
Centro de Estudios para Invidentes [The Center of Studies for the Blind] (CEIAC for short), now 
President of their Board of Directors. "Echolocation is a great tool for a blind person. You have a 
very easy and fun way of teaching it. When a blind person starts to use their cane, it seems like 
things work against you; you need to work your way through things. Your system really makes 
the blind person feel that the environment works for them. To be able to move so freely in open 
space transfers into self confidence for blind people. Before meeting you I was aware when there 
was a wall or open space, but working with you made me feel almost like things had life, and I 
became more sensitive to the dimension of things and what things are. It really amazed me to 

learn to distinguish between a wall and stairs, or between a tree and a car where I couldn't before. It was a way of becoming integrated 
with the environment. It's really a good challenge. To be alone or with another blind person on a mountain getting around with this sys-
tem really changes perceptions even of blind people."  After her program with us, Carla invited us enthusiastically to Mexico to provide 
a week of echolocation training to 27 students and several instructors of CEIAC.

"I thought it would not work." admits Ferdinando Gonzales, Orientation and Mobility Instructor for CEIAC. 
"It was something hard to believe, but now I know it will work. I am planning to add to my classes echoloca-
tion. It is something very important and extraordinary. The way echolocation is used has no limits. It can be 
used anywhere and taught to anyone. It is going to help students in the way of life. They will be able to orient 
themselves in a room, the streets, the field, and any place. When a blind person can describe objects that are 
metallic, big, small, fat and skinny, it was something I could not conceive. They were able to find houses and 
landmarks in the city. I knew that could be done, but not describing objects! That to me was very impressive! 
I stay very satisfied with all the knowledge you left us."

"I thought it was stupid at first," states George Portio, a very tall man with a very deep voice who makes 
his living as a masseur, "but I've changed my mind. I wish I had learned this a long time ago. Maybe I 
wouldn't have broken my teeth. I think that everyone has learned something very important from this 
course. I would recommend it to others."
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"I thought the activities were very good, and I wish they could happen again this coming year." says Daniel, 
a 10-year-old boy suddenly struck blind by a bus 2 years before. "I learned to be more social, because I did 
not know that Jose-Luis could fight for the ball. But well, I learned, and I liked it a lot, because I saw that 
even blind people had the desire for sports. Well, it is not as if they don't know anything; they do. I want to 
thank you both, because I did not know that the mouth click would help me know where walls, trees, and 
things like that are."

"I wish that the courses would not end," insists Erica, a very bright and talented 10-year-old 
girl blind from birth. "It was a sport that helps us orient ourselves. For example, in the airport 
we can guide and orient ourselves - where the ticket stand is, a wall, or something. Blind peo-
ple can learn this, because we are not a thing like old furniture that can't do anything. They can 
learn; they just need the will to learn. Thanks to you both for what you have taught us."

"It's amazing, the techniques you guys came to teach us," says 
Myrna Vega, Director of CEIAC. "Everybody is happy, and they are applying it. I am 
very surprised at the manner in which the students have learned to conduct them-
selves. In your video I saw that they conducted themselves in a fast pace. I had my 
worries whether it was real. It is real - the way they learned to conduct themselves 
very well, and they move with confidence and speed. The only thing left is to express 
my gratitude for your time and collaboration. Thank you very much for accepting our 
invitations."

Plans are underway between CEIAC and World Access for the Blind to develop the first professional Orien-
tation and Mobility certification program in Mexico, and to expand public awareness and professional train-
ing throughout the Spanish-speaking Americas.
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This exciting year began with an invitation from Alcon Labs Corpo-
ration to establish a philanthropic partnership to address the needs of 
blind people whose vision cannot be preserved or restored. Alcon 
Labs leads the medical field world wide in the design and production 
of surgical instrumentation to preserve and restore vision. By the 
year's end, this invitation culminated in a formal project which 
included:

• A $50,000 grant from Alcon Foundation to complete and dis-
tribute the next version of SoundFlash (our echolocation 
enhancement device)

• Twenty-five Alcon volunteers of all expertise including engi-
neers, graphics designers, communication technologists, human 
resources, and more

• Several gracious private donations from Alcon staff.

This excellent opportunity grew even sweeter on the day of Christmas 
Eve, when J.R. Control Corporation,  a world leader in circuit 
board manufacture, offered to save us thousands of dollars in 
the coming year by designing and producing all prototype cir-
cuit boards to support World Access for the Blind product 
development.
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World Access for the Blind established a formal partnership with El 
Centro de Estudios para Invidentes A.C. - CEIAC - (Study Center for 
the Blind) as the result of providing a week long training course to 24 
students in Mexico. CEIAC is the only private organization in Mex-
ico to provide training and equipment to support mainstream educa-
tion, recreation, and vocation for blind people throughout the state of 

Chihuahua. In addition to promoting much needed professional 
exchange between Mexico and the U.S. regarding blindness, this part-
nership will spawn the first mobility certification preparation program 
in Mexico. It will also open innovative vision replacement 
approaches, and mobilize a joint, long awaited campaign to bring 
the needs and strengths of blindness to the Spanish speaking 
Americas. This will be done by garnering press coverage and by dis-
seminating information about blindness education, rehabilitation, and 
child-rearing to key agencies and service clubs throughout spanish 
speaking America.
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We have partnered with California State University, Fullerton in the 
design and execution of pilot research to study the relationship of 
mobility competence to physical fitness in blind people.
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On another front, World Access for the Blind has aligned in partner-
ship with the well established Oregon Research Institute (ORI) to 
exchange expertise in human sonar and virtual reality computer mod-
els. ORI has designed and put in place the only virtual environment 
that can be accessed nationally by children in wheelchairs - a system 
found effective in instructing and promoting recreation and mobility 
for children who face orthopedic challenges. Together, we will design 
and distribute a comprehensive computer program to provide supple-
mentary instruction in hearing and orientation using a virtual reality 
simulation. This program will accomplish the following:
• Provide blind students and instructors with a powerful tool to 

expand options for delivering services in this severe shortage of 
instructors.

• Improve access for the blind to computerized educational pro-
grams to which they currently have almost none.
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• Provide a means of exposing students to all forms of auditory 
based assistive technology (such as sonar systems with sonic feed-
back, Talking GPS systems, talking compasses, audible traffic sig-
nals, and Talking signs), as well as additional options for 
instruction in the use of this technology.

• Provide a method of testing auditory based prototype technologies 
(such as vision replacement systems and modern way finding 
devices).
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Finally, World Access for the Blind has joined forces with the Insti-
tute for Innovative Blind Navigation (IIBN) and the Humanistic Intel-
ligence Laboratory (HI-Lab) of Toronto University to lay the ground 
work to design a fully functional, high definition artificial eye.

IIBN, Directed by Doug Baldwin, Optometrist and Mobility 
Specialist, globally monitors advances in way finding for blind peo-
ple.  He has faced the mobility profession nation wide with a modern 
and higher standard by holding the first way finding conferences, 
establishing the first listserves for mobility professionals and blind-
ness product inventors, publishing prolifically in scholarly journals, 
and bringing together leading experts to make things happen.
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HI-Lab is the first center to specialize in research and develop-

ment of cutting edge micro-computing technologies that allow people 
to sense and process information far beyond the limits of the unaided 
brain. Prof. Steve Mann, Director, is known as the father of Wearable 
Computing. He holds over 3 dozen patents, has authored several text-
books and hundreds of articles.  He has presented invited seminars 
throughout the world on every subject related to computer expanded 
consciousness.

Having established the feasibility of such an ambitious under-
taking, this partnership is gathering an elite consortium of world class 

scientists, sensory specialists, and other experts to move dreams and sci-
ence fiction into state-of-the-art reality. Such a device will stand as the 
crown jewel in a comprehensive approach to replacing vision with other 
ways of seeing - bringing the field of blind rehabilitation into its final 
frontier where blind people may see as they choose.
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Blind Children's Learning Center:  provided funding from 
Change a Life Foundation for equipment and direct service to 3 students 
and contributed $4,290 toward a new Braille embosser.

Tina Lee: provided extensive consultation in specialized behavior 
management techniques.

Live Designs Productions: provided facilities and personnel for 
copying of videos and flyers, and DVD production.

Lucent Technologies: Provided computer repair and video 
formatting services for web and DVD release.

Noelle Corporate Communications: provided artistic expertise 
and layouts for letterhead stationery and brochure, printing, and corporate 
presentation.

Office Max:  provided 50% discount on stationery production.

Toronto University:  Extensive space on a high capacity, high speed 
server has been donated by Toronto University.

Private Donations: 8 private, cash contributions amounting to $4,410 
in cash and thousands of hours of voleteer service on many different 
critical projects.
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Daniel Kish, our Executive Director, sat at his desk very late one night wrapping up business for the day, when he encountered this 
excerpted Email from a mom in Canada.

Hello,

I am the mom of a little boy named Justin who will soon
be 4. Justin loves sports, is very bright, and is totally
blind.

Justin has begun using echolocation. When he had just
turned 3, we were walking passed a fence. He reached out
to the fence and said "look at the wall, mom". He also
often acknowledges parked vehicles without having touched
them.

I have read the article by Daniel Kish and Hannah Bleier
entitled "Echolocation: What It Is, and How It Can Be
Taught and Learned". The article has greatly intrigued
me. I also saw a documentary about a man who used
echolocation by clicking his tongue, and his abilities
were amazing. I've looked over your site, and the
possibilities mentioned have me very excited.

Justin can run like the wind, his face wreathed in
smiles, pure joy in his heart. It breaks my heart when I
hear that "cracking" sound when his head connects solidly
with something. He's definitely picking up speed these
days, and the bumps on his head are getting larger! He is
so very curious to learn all about his world. I really
don't want his enthusiasm and love of life dampened by
fear of injury or discouragement over what people tell
him he cannot do.

We really want to find out how we can teach Justin to use
echolocation!!! I believe that if he can learn
echolocation at his young age, many of these concerns can
be overcome. Am I dreaming, or might this be possible??

An early lesson in echolocation 
involves detecting a small panel.

Walls are like big panels in this game 
where Justin reaches out to “push 
off” before he “crashes”.
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Our little guy is such a passionate and spirited
little person, and seeing early signs of his potential
to use this ability with proper instruction has me
hopeful and somewhat frustrated over finding someone
who can help us. Justin does have an orientation and
mobility instructor, but her knowledge of echolocation
is limited, which I think is the norm.

Are there ANY books or ANYONE who might work with us?
Any information or assistance will be more appreciated
than words can say.

Sincerely,
Tricia

Though this letter was unusually passionate and articulate, it expressed concerns and sen-
timents common among our students - Is there a way to help blind people see their way to freedom? Dan's response was immediate.

Dear Tricia,
Thank you so much for your thoughtful and passionate
letter. I am impressed by your eloquence, and very
moved by the expression of your heart. I am very
tired, and it is very late, and I have much to do
before I bring my day to a close. Most of my
correspondences will wait until morning, except this
one.

I broke my first teeth at the age of 6 on a pole. I
shattered my dental work on the corner of a storage
shed at 14 running track. Though my echolocation was
good, I'd received no instruction, and didn't have the
benefit of technology. My spirit of free movement was
never broken. Echolocation training will certainly
reduce risks, but not eliminate them. Nothing
eliminates them; sighted kids get hurt all the time.
Call me when you get a chance.

Dan

Once he knows where the wall is, Justin 
can throw a ball at it....

... and have it bounce right back!
The ball is wrapped in a plastic bag so that 
Justin chase it while his aim is improving.
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In less than 3 months, Dan was on Canadian soil working with Justin and his family. He returned to find this letter:

Dear Dan,

Thank you so much for coming! The experience was
enlightening and inspirational. The video you sent
prior to your visit gave a very good idea of what
you are capable of teaching. To meet you and see
how echolocation can work firsthand was
incomparable!

We were excited to learn that there are
echolocation exercises Justin can do to develop
his skills, even though he is only 4. I'm starting
to ask more of him, such as leading him close to
our car in the parking lot, but not necessarily
facing it or on the right side, and asking him to
locate it. He seems quite able to do so
consistently. Also, we were in a busy restaurant,
and I asked him to go and find the door. I told
him it was where he couldn't hear any people
talking. He went straight to it. Watching you move
skillfully, gracefully, quickly and independently
throughout your day demonstrated to us what our
son may one day be capable of with proper
training. Yesterday we were at a playground that
we have not been at before. Justin reached out to
a tree trunk (didn't touch it) to his right and
asked "what's that?" It was very cool.

Perhaps most memorable was the demonstration of
echolocation that you gave to Justin's
grandparents - in the dark. As you walked quickly
over the landscape, identifying objects and
describing things as you went, we struggled to
maintain your pace as we couldn't see where we
were going!

Keeping track of the walls around them, main-
taining his orientation is a “walk in the park” 

Mountain bike riding is a more advanced skill 
that builds on the lessons previously learned.
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Although our time was short, the rapport you
established with Justin came quickly and
strongly. We will always have fond memories
of that first visit, from roasting
marshmallows to reading bedtime stories.

Families and professionals in our area are
now eagerly anticipating the workshop you
will be doing next autumn. Thank you so much
for walking into our lives!

Sincerely,

Tricia

A 3 day workshop with parents and professionals in their area was sched-
uled soon after for fall of 2004, and arrangements are being made for more 
work with Canadian families.

The gratification expressed by Justin's family is not 
theirs alone; it is ours, also. It is fundamental to what 
we do, and why we do it. We thank Justin and his 
family, and every student, blind and sighted, with 
whom we've had the honour to work, and from whom 
we've had the privilege to learn. It is our reward to 
bring a new light to show a new way for blind people 
throughout the world.

Playing kickball or catch in the park is nothing but 
fun for these Team Bat members.  The game was ref-
ereed by blind Instructional coach Hector Elias 

Instructional coach Juan Ruiz, retreats when two of 
his students join forces against him in a game of 
swashbuckling.  The “swords” are flexible tubes 
loosely wrapped in plastic to make them audible. 
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In the year 2003, we set forth the following goals:

I. Cultivate existing leads into corporate collaboratives that 
will support technology development, and international 
expansion to address the needs of Latino-Americans. 
ACHIEVED! We have cultivated seven major partnerships.

II. Expand direct service avenues and billing options to 
include Regional Center and the State Department of Reha-
bilitation, public institutions that address developmental and 
vocational needs. Partially Achieved. We have completed 
our vendor status with Regional Center in which capacity 
we now serve one student. Vendorization with State Rehab 
is still pending.

III. Complete the development and integration of echoloca-
tion enhancement technology (SoundFlash) into our sen-
sory development curriculum. Partially Achieved. A new 
prototype of SoundFlash has been completed and tested 
with very encouraging results. We expect our partnerships 
with Alcon Labs and J.R. Control to lead expeditiously to 
the next level of market ready devices.

IV. Organize and disseminate all information on the web 
and DVD formats. ACHIEVED! Approximately 600 pages 
of information are now available on our web site covering a 
full range of issues related to blindness. In addition our 
video, "Seeing without Sight" is now downloadable, and we 
now have a DVD available with several video productions 
in multiple languages.

V. Expand funding platform to include grants for capacity 
expansion particularly in the areas of technical develop-
ment, direct service, information dissemination with acces-
sible formats in Braille, large print, and Spanish, and 
development of instructional materials. ACHIEVED! Five 
grants were proposed in 2003, one of which was funded for 
$50,000. Four more were prepared for submission in the 
first and second quarters of 2004. With special thanks to 
Blind Children's Learning Center, we have purchased a 
graphics Braille embosser which will enable us to provide 
information accessible to Braille readers.
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For the year 2004, we have set the following goals for each of 
our campaigns:

I.  STUDENT FOCUS CAMPAIGN
A.  A comprehensive resource program is implemented 

with the California Department of Rehabilitation.

B.  Audification prototypes are field tested. Audification 
is a method of strategically "tagging" features of the 
environment with micro-miniature devices that emit 
distinctive sounds so that blind participants can per-
ceive the environmental features better. Initial applica-
tions include sports participation and spatial concept 
development. $8,500 needed

C.  SoundFlash phase II prototype is field tested. $10,000 
needed
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D.  A curriculum for the echolocation technique is devel-
oped. $3,000 needed.

E.  A recreational participation model complete with 
sports skills curriculum is developed. $2,000 needed.

II.  ACCESS TECHNOLOGY CAMPAIGN
A.  SoundFlash phase II wearable prototypes are available 

for field testing. $20,000 needed.

B.  Audification technology uprootedness are available 
for field testing. $15,000 needed.

C.  Resources and expertise are secured for initial phases 
of a high definition vision prosthetic system code 
named "HawkEye" to proceed.  The ground work is 
laid for an elite interdisciplinary task force to draw up 
protocols and plans for HawkEye.  Experts meet and 
draw up plans for device/approach concept, long term 
acquisition of resources, supporters, and commis-
sioned experts. $45,000 needed.

III.  PARTNERSHIPS CAMPAIGN
A.  Funding is acquired for capacity expansion and pro-

gram development. $95,000 needed.

B.  Funding is acquired for the Complete Auditory Virtual 
Environment System (CAVES), which will allow vir-
tual acoustic environments to be used for supplemen-
tary instruction. $180,000 needed.

C.  Volunteer and intern programs are implemented. 
$5,000 needed.

D.  Partnership is established with U.S. Association for 
Blind Athletes and the Access Sports program at 

Western MICHIGAN University to incorporate TeamBat 
programming in national training camps. $1,500 needed.

E.  Partnership with local Lions Clubs is cultivated to become 
a "community project", with aim to support Community 
Access programs. $1,500 needed.

IV.  PUBLIC  AWARENESS CAMPAIGN
A.  All curricula and models are disseminated. $5,000 needed.

B.  Web page is expanded featuring video downloads, on-line 
browseable documents, partner's recognition, project 
progress status, and partners invitation. $7,000 needed.

C.  Leads for science, human interest, and education docu-
mentaries and segments are explored and cultivated. 
$1,500 needed.

D.  Information about services is disseminated to all blindness 
related institutions throughout the U.K. and the Americas. 
$2,000 needed.

E.  At least two public TeamBat events are held with local 
news coverage. $15,000 needed.

F.  Major web page elements available in Spanish. $1,500 
needed.

V.  COMMUNITY ACCESS CAMPAIGN   The Open Doors Pro-
gram is initiated in the Southern California area on a trial basis. 
Open Doors is a model for facilitating participation of blind stu-
dents in mainstream community programs including scouts, 
youth and senior clubs, sports and athletic programs, leisure and 
recreation, extracurricular programs, and educational and voca-
tional preparation programs and places. $25,000 needed.
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On behalf of World Access for the Blind, I am pleased, thankful, and proud to report our expan-
sive success in this formative year. In a time facing so many organizations with trials and strug-
gles, we gratefully report a year of tremendous growth, prosperity, and ripening promise.

This year, 2003, will be known as the year that put World Access for the Blind on the world map, 
the year that marked the opening of the way for our growth and success to find world favor. 
Throughout the U.S., Mexico, and Canada, we delivered service directly to 63 students, and we 
delivered 15 invited presentations, workshops, and training camps to nearly 2000 participants. 
We have additionally been contacted by individuals and groups seeking information and services 
from Germany, France, El Salvador, Indonesia, India, Norway, Israel, Japan, Korea, Brazil, and 
the U.K. Our work was featured in a 10-minute Prime Time segment on the Discovery Channel, and we have received national cover-
age in Bicycling Magazine and Fitness Magazine, as well as local coverage in the Wenatchee World Newspaper and two newspapers in 
Chihuahua, Mexico. We have cultivated six major partnerships over various critical projects, and we received additional support from 
15 other sources. We have expanded our web site to include hundreds of pages of informative materials covering a broad array of issues 
facing blind people, and our video, "Seeing without Sight," is now available for download and on DVD. Finally, we have added two 
Instructional Coaches and a Rehabilitation Teacher to our staff, and we are happy to have trained one intern.

I thank my staff whose tireless dedication and countless hours beyond the call of duty made this year’s shining achievements possible.  
They and I are grateful to have a highly qualified Board of Directors helping to ensure that WAFTB’s great strides in this formative year 
will set the foundation for even greater accomplishments in the near future.  Together, we thank our commercial partners for joining us 
in our revolutionary work toward equalizing opportunities for the success of blind people.  And we all thank our students, participants, 
and recipients for turning our lofty vision into reality. With a five-fold increase in annual revenue and service to five times the number 
of students since 2002, our appreciations are deep and most sincere, and our anticipations for 2004 run very high. 

We are excited and honored to serve as a recognized, mobilizing force to open a new way for blind people to reach equality of purpose, 
achievement, and freedom.

Daniel Kish, M.A., M.A., COMS
Executive Director, Senior Instructor
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Douglas Baldwin, OD, MA, COMS
Project Coordinator, Former Director, Founder, Institute of 
Innovative Blind Navigation

Brian Bushway
Student, Pepperdine University
Newspaper Staff Writer, Coffee House Performer,
Community Partners Chair of American Humanics Scholars

Bruno Dacquay, MS
Vice President Surgical Instrumentation
Research and Development
Alcon Irvine Technology Center

Prof. Rosemary G. Fahey, Ed.D.
Associate professor, Chapman University
School of Education, graduate studies

David Gaw
Project Consultant, IBM

Carla Herrera
Founder and Former President of El Centro De Estudios Para 

Invidentes
President of Board of Directors, El Centro De Estudios Para 

Invidentes

Prof. Steve Mann, Ph.D
Faculty, University of Toronto
Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering

James McCarthy
Corporate Executive Developer (Retired)

Prof. Janet Peterson, DrPH, RCEP, CHES
Assistant Professor, Exercise Science
Linfield College

Mary E. Peters
Victim Witness Advocate
District Attorney's office, Ontario Police Station
Spanish-English translator

Bethany J. Stark, MA
Parent of V.I. Children
Activities Coordinator for Regional Centers

Carolyn A. White, CSPG
Director, Major and Planned Gifts
St. Joseph Hospital Foundation



Shown on the front cover of this years “New Light” is Comet
West.  Comet West appeared as a inconspicuous dot in stellar
photographs for years without recognition as the spectacular
event it would become.  Flashing across the morning skies it
symbolized the remarkable impact that tiny events can have
upon our lives.  Once a small group of unnoticed visionaries,
WAFTB now holds global attention.  Who would believe the
click of a tongue, amid the vast cacophony of everyday sound,
could mean so much to blind people - illuminating darkness
with flashes of sound, now heard around the world?

World Access for the Blind
29723 Avenida de Fiesta
Sun City, CA 92586

Toll Free: (866) 396-7035
FAX: (562) 428-0800
http://WorldAccessForTheBlind.org
email: info@WorldAccessForTheBlind.org


